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Special Recognition of Friends and Refuge Staff
This and That

Eight years. | began working for Selawik NWR as
their Wildlife Biologist/Pilot in 2000 and accepted Around Al askads Refuges

the jOb as Remge Manager in 2003. Greg Siekaniec Named USFWS Deputy Director
Describe a typical day?
One of the aspects of this job | enjoy most is that

there is never a typical day! | could be brain-
storming ideas for logistics on a hew research pro-

2) Developing and maintaining successful partner-
ships with a diverse range of partners.

jectin the 3) Having very different public and partners than
morning, the agency is used to and havi
acting as the : the boxd to be successful
30;1 t?c?ng e b What research projects are your staff work-
: ing on?
nical repre-
sentative Fisheries: Wedre | ooking at the mov
and inter- genetics of sheefish (a large species of whitefish)
viewing to better understand how the two major stocks
workers and (Kobuk and Selawik River) in the region interact
doing wage and are affected by harvest. Staff biologists and
checks on Fisheries Research Biologists are trying a new
my way technique to count these fish that uses sonar ra-
home for ther than having to catch and release.
mgihszzgd— Caripou and S_now: Our refuge_biologist will be
ing the after- leading a multi -year research project to collect

detailed snow data within range of the Western
Arctic Caribou Herd. We hope to understand how
changing winter weather conditions can affect
snow conditions, caribou populations and their
Overall | guess thereds a nifhagtatmi x of the day to
day finuts and boltso of keepéng th&_ Iiﬂhts on .

. . . eology and Climate Change: We are continu-
sprinkled (sometimes drowned) with bureaucracy

with time to focus on important resource projects |Fr;gtrres:aarcir\1/ ar:rclj r\?vorllltr?r\rlni%l ct);‘]the Iarg:eSZ?O\;lik
with our local partners. etrogressive thaw siump € UPper Selawix.

Work is currently focused on understanding the
What are the top three challenges for the dynamics of how the slump grows and how the
Selawik NWR? sediment it releases into the river affects fish and
the community downriver. We are starting to look
at how a fire that occurred above the slump is
changing the permafrost in the area.

noon working with our native, federal and state
partners to coordinate law enforcement efforts for
the fall hunting season.

1) Adapting our programs and resources to ad-
dress climate change
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Water Quality: Our staff is working with Scien-

tists to look at water chemistry in the lower

Selawik River. They are testing to see if salt wa-

ter intrusion is occurring in the lower delta and

learn how water and nutrients move through the

system. This baseline data will allow us to set up

a long term monitoring program and guide future
research about Sel awi kdés i
aquatic habitat.

nec

How many employees work at the Selawik
NWR?

We have 9 full time staff based in Kotzebue and
two 2 part time staff in Selawik for a total of 11.

What brought you to the Selawik NWR, that
is "Why Selawik"?

| originally came to Kotzebue to study Dall sheep

for the Park Service in 1983 and fell in love with

the arctic; the land, resources and people. After
working for both the Park Service and ADF&G |

had the opportunity to join the refuge staff as

their Wildlife Biologist and pilot. | had been flying
my own plane for several years and Kotzebue had
become home. I coul dndt
was to find a job that allowed me to remain in the
region, combine biology and flying for work and be
empl oyed by a Atop notcho r
feel that way!

bel

What are your top 3 priorities at the Selawik
NWR?

1) Implementing the exciting ideas and new part-
nerships we identified in our revised Comprehen-
sive Conservation Plan.

2) Becoming an active participant and cooperator
in the Landscape Conservation Cooperative and
Inventory and Monitoring programs.

3) Build on our existing relationships with the re-
gion's tribal governments to become active part-
ners in addressing the challenging refuge and
community resources issues.

What are your greatest accomplishments at
the Selawik NWR?

1) Supporting an outstanding staff

2) Helping create the partnerships that made cre-
ation of the Western Arctic Caribou Working Group
possible.

3) Having the Refuge become viewed as a valua-
ble partner by local communities in and around
the refuge.

If you could use only 6 words to describe the
Selawik NWR, what would they be?

A trusted resource steward and community part-
fegdi bl 'y productive

How can the "Friends of Alaska National
Wildlife Refuges" best support the Selawik

NWR?
Just keep on doing what youdre
f By sharing their membershipo

individual expertise with the refuge, Friends help
our small staff expand our programs and their ef-
fectiveness. Our spring bird walks are becoming a
new tradition for Kotzebue and Selawik!

T we greatly appreciate Al aska
adventure north and experience
and unigue perspective on subsistence. They

have become excellent ambassadors to the great-

§r puplig an qihgr afivgeate grqyps o wll nev-

er get that opportunity.

wlk 60Ad

WAGSNI® t K232 / NBR
Itds so i mportant to have AFri
voice for the refuge and itds

and statewide issues that impact them Your input
and perspective on our planning efforts have been
extremely valuable. Thanks for taking the time!
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The Task

It has been a war since 2006. Battles have been
won, but the enemy continues to attack. White
sweet clover ( Melilotus alba) , known among we
grunts as the WC, has been invading the state of
Alaska (and other parts of the U.S.) for many
years. The Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Ref-
uges has been active in supplying troops to com-
bat against this invasive plant. It is boots and
knees on the ground combat in several parts of
the state in select years, but the most urgent bat-
tles fought each year in June and July since 2006
have been on the Dalton Highway. The main ob-
jective is to halt the advance of White Sweet Clo-
ver into the Kanuti Wildlife Refuge.

In 2011, we again had two weed pulls, a week
each in June and July. Betty Siegel as usual was
the straw boss. For those of us who have been
active in the project over the years it is encourag-
ing to see progress. However, we cannot declare a
truce. We shall never defeat the intrusion of white
sweet clover on the Dalton Highway south of Cold-
foot with present manual methods. However, we
have to date arrested the invasion near the six
tributaries feeding into the Koyukuk River which
runs through the Kanuti Wildlife Refuge. (see side-
bar for Kanuti Refuge Project Description )

S Vhela@rmey:
ﬁhis Kg\uh(DWtoa Ilyaswes) project is one of my

Clover

rojects with
|tos fun. 1 tdéds | abor,
fun. There. | said it. Bugs? Well . . . this is Alaska,
but the bugs are not all that bad . . . sometimes .

. pick a day, a place. Rain? Always possible in
Al aska but we have a
no bad weather, just
havendt ever been up
called the Haul Road by some) or been to the Yu-
kon crossing, crossed the Arctic Circle, and to
Coldfoot and beyond then you have missed a
grand geographic offering of North America and
another unique and diverse piece of Alaska.

say
bad
t he

The road from Fairbanks to the Yukon Crossing is
a warm up. Miles of thick timber 0 aspen, hirch,
spruce, rolling hills 8 as you climb higher on the
planet until 140 miles north of Fairbanks you
reach the bridge crossing the mighty Yukon River.
The Yukon River speaks with the powerful, plod-
ding voice of a wet highway held in the trust of a
vast, imposing country. This may be where you
first realize that you are going somewhere where
man is not king. If you listen closely to the sound
of the river you can hear the circular voices of ag-
es telling the tales of the earth and see the eternal
journey of all life. On the north side of the river is
a truck stop and a small visitor center, which in a
sense breaks the spell. But north we go, leaving
the river behind.

Finger Mountain offers a rest stop and a short,
signed walk of plant information. A small caribou
herd is known to migrate through this area. North,
below the mountain one can find peregrine falcons
nesting in a group of tall rocks. Seventeen miles
up the road you come to the Arctic Circle marked
by a photo ready sign in a rest stop and camping
area amid trees: like crossing the equator, a mile-
stone the first time. But beyond this invisible cir-
cle, trees give way to tundra and the land reveals
valleys and mountains, meadows filled with fire-
weed in old burns, and kettle ponds left by the
history of retreating ice eons ago.

From here on to Coldfoot one need not talk, mere-
ly revel in the vistas displayed in all directions:

the tributary crossings of streams, the lush
hillsides and mountains, a sky painted with dra-
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matic clouds of colorful shades and shapes that in
this land are entities with personalities. From plac-
es like Gobblers Knob one looks north over the
Alanta Hills to the Endicott Mountains further
north and then the distant Brooks Range. A diora-
ma of reality is layered before you that satisfies
the definition of awe.

From Gobblers Knob you may witness occasional
storms walking across the sky like a caretaker wa-
tering his garden, a garden of sedges, wildflowers
and berries: blueberries, cloudberries. You are in-
deed somewhere you have never been before

even i f youdbve been there

you are indebted to be alive: to be a small organ-
ism in this grand order of things is an honor. The
road is paved in some sections, graded dirt in oth-
ers, some pavement is new, and some heaved by

uge. The pilot was no other than Mike Spindler,
the Manager of Kanuti Wildlife Refuge. Now that |
have seen the area we have been protecting | am
more motivated than before to halt this invasive
plant. The Kanuti is indeed one of the most pris-
tine places left on the planet.

The person who deserves the most on
agency -credit for this project is Ruth Gronquist of
the BLM. She and her assistant Ryan Lane are in-
valuable. Since the projects inception they contin-
ue to do all the monitoring and data evaluations of
the infestation and are also often on the ground

m awonkingtwithnthe sest of ¥so Itis tlieie ephstant vig-

-the -ground -

ilanced much of it done independently of when we

Friends are not there on our two weeks each
year 0 that has led to the control of white sweet
clover on the tributary crossings. Without their da-

frost, some sections pot hol etaland guidance wd wouldgnot treaan éffigient. Bet-

feeble efforts to domesticate. The weathered high-
way makes one appreciate the power and majesty
of the planet and keep us in our place while se-
cured in a vehicle of safety and comfort protected
from, the wind, the rain, the death defying cold of
winter. Traffic is sparse on the Dalton Haul Road.
But the trucks are big and carry tremendous loads
driven by only the best drivers of the fleet deliver-
ing cargo to the North Slope oil fields at Prudhoe
Bay. The trucks and their drivers have the right of
way and deservedly so.

We, as Friends volunteers, only get to spend a
week in this grand country. One may drive or fly
from your Alaska home to Fairbanks on a Sunday.
We are then housed in the Fire barracks on Fort
Wainwright for one night. Monday morning we
load up the trucks supplied by the Kanuti Wildlife
Refuge. By Monday night we are in Coldfoot and
housed in the BLM cabins about 5 miles north of
Coldfoot. The cabins are dry, but have cooking
facilities and are quite nice with mattresses in the
bunks. All the food and transportation is supplied
and/or your cost is reimbursed. Tuesday through
Friday we work. Each day we drive to the job
sites. The Kanuti project begins in Coldfoot o}
Dalton highway mile 175. We work up to 50 miles
or so south. To clarify: Coldfoot is 260 miles north
of Fairbanks. It has been a treat on Friday after-
noon to stop and drive over Antigun Pass and
back. By Saturday night we are back in Fairbanks.
A special treat this July trip was an airplane ride
over the Endicott Mountains and the Kanuti Ref-

ty Siegel of the Friends also needs to be recog-

nized as she has been on almost every pull since
its inception. Without the dedication of Mike Spin-
dler, Refuge Manager and Joanna Fox, Deputy Ref-
uge Manager of Kanuti Refuge this project would
be in dire straights.

There are a few other Friends who have been fre-
quent volunteers for at least one week a year.
However the majority of Friends volunteers seem

to come once and for one

return. Did | mention the wildlife we see? Dall
Sheep, wolves, bears, caribou, lynx, moose of
course and the grayling fishing is not a secret. |
always supply at least one grayling feed, usually in
July.

reasao
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Kanuti Refuge Project Description . Atits nearest point, the Kanuti Refuge lies just eight miles west

of the Dalton Highway, the road that leads from Fairbanks north to Prudhoe Bay. At least six Koyukuk

River tributaries cross the highway and later enter the Refuge. Kanuti Refuge staff, the Friends of Alas-

ka National Wildlife Refuges (Friends) and others are increasingly concerned that these waterways

(especially Jim Creek, Fish Creek, Prospect Creek, and Bonanza Creek) could become routes for disper-

sal of invasive white sweetclover ( Melilotus alba ) into the Refuge. This non  -native plant readily invades
open and disturbed areas and has established extensive areas along early successional, gravel river

bars in interior, south central and southeast Alaska. White sweet clover has rapidly colonized the Dalton

Highway corridor near the Refuge, moving 120 miles northward between 2000 and 2011.

Since 2006, The Friends have cooperated annually with Kanuti Refuge, the Bureau of Land Management

(BLM), the National Park Service (NPS), Alaska Department of Transportation (DOT), Alyeska Pipeline

Service Company and others to control white sweetclover at key sites where it could easily disperse into

the Refuge, where currently no invasive, non -native plants are known to exist. To date, control efforts

have focused on manual pulling. In 2007 (this has been continued annually through 2011) the group
continued removing plants manually, but also expanded the effort to include more mechanical control

with weed trimmers. Subsequent cultural control (planting native grasses and forbs) is being consid-

ered. The use of pesticides is still to be evaluated. Burning in the lower forty -eight has been successful,
but not so in Alaskadés north.

0 —— ——.—— P T T Mw IR
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The goal is to eliminate seed production, which will require infested areas to be visited during the grow-
ing season in June and July. In addition, staff will conduct early detection/rapid response surveys along
rivers downstream of the Dalton Highway and within the Refuge so that newly established sweet clover
can be controlledandelimi nated quickl y.

| appreciate the wonderful opportunity to work with our membership, colleagues, FWS personal, and
partners who share our passion for the refuges and our vision for the future. It has been a marvelous
six years that | will always treasure as | continue as an active member of the Friends.
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teddy bears, evolved to an interest in polar bears
and grizzly bears, and thus | learned about Alaska
By Wendy Loya as the best habitat for these and other wildlife.
. The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge was often in
Itis a great honor to be chosen to help lead the news, and as | came to learn more about it,

Fri_e.nds of Al aska National W|[glS EﬁpBﬁEPQQSW|W88Fﬁess, wi t
hgadlng Into our Se"?”‘h yearas strong as ever, northern lights and people living from the land
with much thanks going to founding President Da- fueled my imagination. | neve

up in Alaska, but with a desire to understand the

science behind conservation issues, | came up to

pursue a masterds degree at U/
mate impacts on arctic ecosystems. After also

completing a PhD studying arctic ecology, | found

the perfect job to pursue science based conserva-

tion at The Wilderness Society in Anchorage.

Now, in addition to working with agencies on con-

servation science, as a Friends member and vol-

unteer | have been able to share science and

learn from people in the communities within our

refuges. | have also been fortunate to have had

some amazing adventures in the
including hiking and packrafting from West to

East and South to North across the Arctic Refuge.

As our refuges face leaner budgets this year, we

vid Raskinbés |l eadership. D a Mopedyounwnill kelek opportuititiesitdlagsisetise ref U r

Advocacy Chairperson, helping to educate mem- uges in achieving their missions to protect Alas-

bers on planning and policy issues affecting Alas- kadés wildlife and habitat. TF
kads refuges. Sharon Baur, ehrpfdomati ¥heeyBuésk-support.i
dent, will be focusing her energy on what she many outreach and service programs. These

does best: organizing special projects that edu- events are largely organized by active members

cate, inspire and engage others in support of our who donate their time and expertise, and we

refuges. With Krisanne Rice of Sitka as our new work in partnership with FWS staff who care

Vice President and an amazing group of active vol- deeply for their refuges. There are abundant op-

unteers in board and committee leadership posi- portunities for you to also further engage, such as

tions, | hope youoll feel we loumgsringonaefuge projecs, helping educht®

continue to be a Friend. the public about refuges at outreach events, writ-

ing letters in support of refuge policies or plans
and working on a committee that helps tackle ref-
uge or Friendsdé needs.

| have been a member of Friends for four years,
becoming first involved as a volunteer science
camp teacher in Selawik NWR, then Innoko and

then Arctic. | have served as the Treasurer for Wherever you are, you can engage in some way.

the past two years, and have enjoyed working Pl ease dondét hesitate to cont e
with our dedicated board of volunteers. The many else on the board or committee members about

active members are truly an inspiration for the your ideas or interests, or share your thoughts on

time, energy and passion they put into assisting one of our monthly teleconferences. And thank

our refuges and helping spread the word about you, very much, for your suppc
these Alaskan wildlife treasures. uges!

My heart has been in Alaska since | was a child
growing up in Denver. It started with a love of
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Private Property Brought in-
to Public Ownership

By Sharon Baur

A long awaited celebration took place September
23" at Islands & Ocean Visitor Center, Alaska
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, Homer, Alaska.
After nearly five years, Friends of Alaska National
Wildlife Refuges brought a group of Partners to-
gether to bring a private landholding within the
Islands & Ocean Visitors Center site into public
ownership.

The process began in September 2006, when Pop-
py Benson, Public Programs Supervisor, for Alaska
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, asked for help
from fiFriendso to find a
within the Islands & Ocean Visitors Center Site.

This small piece of land is directly in the view shed

of the visitors center lobby, contains wetlands crit-
ical to the health of the Beluga Slough Estuary,
and is prime moose habitat. USFWS was unable

to purchase the property during the construction

of Islands & Ocean Visitors Center; and further
attempts to purchase the property had been un-
successful until now.

Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges began
the long and complicated search to secure funding
for the purchase of the land. In 2009 a CIAP

wa

—

(Coastal Impact Assistants Program) Grant be-
came available. An agreement was reached with
the owners of the property and the grant applica-
tion started. When the appraisal value for the
land came in well below the agreed upon pur-
chase price, the entire process came to a halt.

I

Over the
next several
months,
communica-
tion contin-
ued with the
owners of
the property
in February
2011, a pur-
chase price
was agreed
upon. Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges
contacted three conservation non - profits organi-
zations, and with contributions from all three of

the organizations the purchase price was met,
purchase agreements were signed and escrow
began.

A special thank -you to The Conservation Fund, for
contributing of the bulk of the funds and complet-

ing the paper work necessary for a successful
transaction, thank you to Kachemak Bay Conser-
vation Fund and Kachemak Moose Habitat Inc. for
contributing the balance of the funds needed to
close escrow. This important land acquisition

could not have been accomplished without their
help.

Thank you also to Poppy Benson, for her contin-
ued support and guidance, to Lisa Willis, Realty
Specialist, USFWS for her direction. Thank you to
the board of Friends of Alaska National Wildlife
Refuges for their continued encouragement in a
long and at times difficult process.

NOTE: A celebration of the purchase of this
property occurred on National Public Lands Day
(September 24) and with the Heart of Homer
photo contest. Over 70 people attended the cele-
bration. We thank all of you who volunteered for
the event. We could not have done it without
your help.
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A Fond Farewell From The
Friendso6 AFI

By

rsto

David Raskin

As my six years as president of the Friends draw
to an end, | am amazed at how far we have pro-
gressed since our modest beginnings in 2005.
That November, a small group of citizens and FWS
personnel assembled at the Kenai Refuge to es-
tablish a Friends or-
ganization for all of
the national wildlife
refuges in Alaska.
We faced the daunt-
ing task of creating
a structure capable
of coordinating ac-
tivities among 16 far
flung refuges total-
ing 83 million acres.
Since no similar ef-
fort had ever been
undertaken on such
a large scale, it re-
quired a new type of
Friends organization.
Being Alaskans, the
immensity of the
challenge was no
obstacle, and we
just did it!

In our six years of operation, we have moved from
the initial 25 founding members to more than 300
members located in every corner of Alaska and
around the other 49 states. Our monthly telecon-
ference meetings that feature presentations by
refuge managers and biologists are interesting
and informative, and our website serves as a valu-
able tool to inform our members, the FWS, and
the public about our wide array of activities and
opportunities to volunteer. We work closely on a
multitude of projects with all of the Alaska refug-
es, and conduct outreach and educational pro-
grams in our cities, towns, and remote villages of
this amazing state. We provide educational mate-
rials and donate equipment to support these activ-
ities, participate in science and culture camps for
Native youth, and travel the state to pull weeds

and fight other invasive species that are threaten-

ing and damaging habitat and wildlife. We attend

ropingsmegtipgs fpr proppsed actions that affect

the refuges, provide detailed comments on com-

prehensive conservation plans and environmental

statements, and submit testimony to the Congress

on proposed FWS budgets and legislation that may

affect the refuges. We coordinate these activities

with other local and national conservation organi-

zations, especially the National Wildlife Refuge As-

sociation. Our members attend the outstanding
training programs at
the FWS National
Conservation Train-

-~ ing Center and re-

- gional and national

. conferences and

courses.

Our many successful
. & programs and activi-
.~ ties have attracted

~ = national attention.

* At the 2009 national
awards ceremony in
Washington, DC, we
were honored as the
Friends of the Year
selected from the
250 friends groups
in the nation. Other
friends groups seek
our advice, and recently we traveled to Nevada to
mentor the small friends groups for the Desert
Refuge Complex. These are clear indicators of the
strong and effective organization we have built
and the high esteem the Alaska Friends enjoys on
a national level.

These accomplishments were made possible by
the extraordinary dedication and talents of our
members, volunteers, committee chairs, board
members, and officers, coupled with the outstand-
ing FWS support we have received from the refug-
es, the regional office, and the various national
staff and programs. As we hand over the reins of
leadership to our new president Wendy Loya and
vice president Krisanne Rice, | am confident that
the Friends of Alaska National Wildlife Refuges will
continue to develop and flourish under their capa-
ble leadership and the amazing hard work and
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the wonderful opportunity to work with our mem-
bership, colleagues, FWS personnel, and partners
who share our passion for the refuges and our vi-
sion for the future. It has been a marvelous six
years that | will always treasure as | continue as
an active member of Friends.

Volunteer Opportunities
Abound

By Betty Siegel

2011 was a year of decreased funding and fewer
projects overall. Friends managed to stretch the
budget and fund all requested events, projects
and camps through cost  -saving and creative
means wherever possible. We carpooled and
worked locally and looked for less costly flights to
most areas.

A major difference this year was that our more
experienced volunteers were requested by the ref-
uges, and only two new Friends had the oppor-
tunity to participate in projects. This should not be
seen as a negative but as an incentive for mem-
bers to get to know and be known by refuges. One
way is to become involved with our committees
and other opportunities on the Board of Directors.
As members become familiar with refuges and ref-
uge staff, it can lead to additional partnerships
and collaboration. | recommend that members in
Homer, Soldotna/Kenai, Fairbanks, Tok, Bethel,
Unalaska, and Anchorage members get in touch
with staff in their area by looking on our website
for the refuge directory.
www.alaskarefugefriends.org Contact the refuge
Volunteer Coordinator if there is one, or others
who may have some use for volunteers. | am
available for suggestions or recommendations or
introductions.

Some plans are in the works to make an easier
and more practical method for volunteering for
projects. We may be asking you to submit a one
time resume of some form which would be availa-
ble to the refuges when they are looking for vol-
unteers with specialized talents or experience. We
also are planning to have a packet to send with all
the necessary information when volunteers are

life Refugesse

B N L

selected for a project. Even charter members
forget some of the procedures from one year to
the next, so you should have all the info at your
fingertips. Please let me know anytime you have
ideas or advice about streamlining and improving
the volunteer experience.

18 projects/opportunities in 2011
1 38 Volunteer participants
1 7 Refuges

Science Camps
1 Arctic in August: Carla Stanley
 Kanuti inJuly: Brenda Dolma

Invasives projects

1 Kanuti (June): Karen Clark, Betty Siegel

1 Kanuti (July): Jerry McDonnell, Joyce Cox,
Anna SinghDeo, and Betty Siegel

1 Alaska Maritime: Tom Balland, Mary Frische

Moose Check Point
1 Nowitna (Aug/Sept): Tom Balland, Wayne
Stanley

Spring Bird Walk
1 Selawik (May): Michelle Michaud

Refuge Winter Celebration in Allakaket
1 Kanuti (Jan): Betty Siegel

Refuge Week/Refuges on the Air
1 Alaska Maritime (Oct.): Sharon Baur,
Marvin Baur, Larry Plessinger

Alaska Public Lands Day
1 Alaska Maritime (Sept.): Sharon Baur, Elisa
Russ, Tom Collopy, Mary Frische, Taz Talley

Photography Project (ongoing)
1 Alaska Peninsula/Becharof
Mary Frische

Tom Collopy,

St. Lazaria Webcam (ongoing)
1 Alaska Maritime :Jason Sodergren, Kris-
anne Rice

Land Acquisition
 Alaska Maritime : Sharon Baur


http://www.alaskarefugefriends.org/
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Unalaska Trail Project (ongoing)
Alaska Maritime: Mary Schwenzfeier, Suzi Go-
lodoff
Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival events
Alaska Maritime: Jason Sodergren, Betty
Siegel, Donna Hinkle, Ken Hinkle, Wayne
Stanley, Marvin Baur, Sharon Baur
Bear Awareness Project
Kenai: Michelle Michaud and Sharon Baur

Who are our Members?

Our members come all over Alaska, the lower 48
states, and several countries. Some of our mem-
bers have chosen to become life members. Here
we profile two such members:

Life Member Profile

National Wildlife Refuges are a vital repository of
some of the nationbés f iThegst

are essential for maintaining diversity and abun-
dance of Americads wi | dHdgaf e
(Ed) Bailey worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, National Park Service, and the Forest Ser-
vice for 35 years, 29 of them in Alaska as an as-
sistant refuge manager for the Aleutian Islands

and Izembek National Wildlife Refuge and as part
of the planning team that created new refuges un-
der the Alaska Lands Conservation Act of 1980.

He was also the first biologist for the Alaska Mari-
time National Wildlife Refuge.

His partner, Nina Faust, a retired high school
teacher, volunteered for 22 summers to work as
his field assistant on many of his arduous expedi-

tions exploring Alaskads coast

out to the Aleutians to determine abundance and
distribution of species of marine birds and mam-

mals so that appropriate islands and coastal re-

gions could be selected for the new Alaska Mari-

time National Wildlife Refuge. They also surveyed

the Barren Islands, Pye and Chiswell islands, as

well as the outer coast of the Kenai Peninsula. For
many years they also worked to restore the biodi-
versity to islands devastated by introduced foxes.

They eradicated the remaining foxes left by fox

trappers mainly from the 1920s and 1930s. After
retirement from their respective jobs, they also
volunteered for seven refuges and parks, including

the Florida Panther and Hopper Mountain Condor
refuges. Their intimate connection to these refuge

lands and belief in the importance of saving these

wild areas led them to become lifetime members of

tfw iFrfer&df; qf @Iaeska t[]\l%ltignfil tW;led{ife_ Refuges.

2011 Annual Meeting

By Michelle Michaud

The Friends 2011 Annual Meeting was held Sep-
tember 10th. The meeting was held by video con-
ference with Friends and FWS refuge staff partici-
pating.

Meeting topics include: Friends Group Mentoring,

the Visioning Conference Highlights, Refuge Volun-
teer versus Friends Volunteer. Participants also

met in small groups to talk about 2012 refuge/
Friend priority projects.
ments were highlighted.

Theymeetingiresulted inghe ¢legtiorsof a new pres-
identd Wendy Loyad and Vice Presidentd Krisanne
Rice. Michelle Michaud was elected Treasurer, a

role previously held by Wendy Loya. Mary Frische
continues as Secretary. If you have any questions
pertaining to the operations of the Friends group,

please feel free to contact any of these members.

Their email addresses are included at the end of

the newsletter.

The
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By Elisa Russ,

The past year has been a full one for Friends.
Even with a tighter budget due to a big decrease
in available Challenge Cost Share (CCS) Grant
funds in 2011, Friends got creative, found new
partners, volunteers came through as always, and
lots of projects got done.

2010 Refuge Week celebrations at Alaska Mari-
time Refuge kicked off the fall with Refuges on the

= — i Air, a
AAAAAAAAA special

Moose Horn event
Amateur Radio Club

amateur
3 radio sta-
i tion, the
== first in
Alaska to
partici-
pate as
part of a
network

of such stations at National Wildlife Refuges
throughout the country. Thanks to Sharon and
Marvin Baur and Larry Plessinger for making this
happen. The Far North Film Festival was also
shown during Refuge Week and over 200 people
participated in Refuge Week events in Homer.

A big project funded through a 2010 CCS grant
was the Alncredible
ed by Mary Frische and Tom Collopy, to commem-
orate the 50" Anniversary of Izembek Refuge.

Fo-

The exhibit traveled to four venues: Homer, An-
chorage, Juneau, and Cold Bay with celebrations
and presenters in each locale, and culminated
with the installation of the exhibit in the Cold Bay
airport terminal. Over 400 people attended the
celebrations and travelers to Cold Bay will contin-

ceo g

0
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ue to enjoy the exhibit thanks to the help of a mul-
titude of volunteers and the lead organizer for the
celebrations, Elisa Russ.

In addition to feting Izembek Refuge, the smallest

of the 16 Alaska Refuges, in 2010, the 50 ™ anni-
versary of the largest Alaskan Refuge was also cel-
ebrated with events in Fairbanks, Anchorage,
Homer, and nationwide, which included perfor-

mances of the critically acclaimed Wild Legacy

play, a Jeff Jones photo exhibit, and the premier of

the documentary fAAmericabs
covering the Arctic

Many Friends volunteers helped with educational
projects. In the cold and dark of winter, Betty
Siegel vzm
traveled to - " 15
remote
Allakaket
Village on
the Ko-
yukuk Riv-
er for a
celebration
and edu-
cational
outing
with

Kanuti Kanuti Refuge
Refuge
Staff.

Winter Weekend Cel-
ebration at Allakaket Village

As spring sprung and migrating birds were return-
ing to the arctic, Michelle Michaud traveled to
Kotzebue and Selawik Village to share her exper-

I 'z e mb e k GiseRifddetidobirdEnélks iwikthiSélawik Redugedstafy.

Michelle was
.. also able to
~ procure funds
from Friends
to purchase
binoculars for
the Refuge so
participants
could get the
most out of
their birding
experiences.

SeIaW|k Vlllage ch|Idren b|rd
watching.

Refugeo.
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To celebrate the shorebird migration through the Maritime Refuge.

Alaska Maritime Refuge, many volunteers helped ) ) .
with the annual Tom Collopy and Mary Frische once again put their

Shorebird Festi- immense photography skills to work for Refuges
: - with a photo project of the Alaska Peninsula and

val events in ) ° ]
Homer by lead- Becharof.Refuges durmg summer 2011 which will
ing bird walks, continue in 2012, and will provide updated photos

for interpretive exhibits in the Refuges headquar-

staffing viewin
g g ters building in King Salmon.

stations, and
through educa-
tion and out-
reach activities.

In September a new collaboration with the local
arts community was formed when Alaska Maritime
Refuge partnered with the Bunnell Street Art Cen-
ter to show wildlife and Refuge landscape images
by Friends, Tom Collopy and Mary Frische, during
a performance by Andres and Novino Condon in

The Henshaw Creek Science
and Culture Camp lead by
Kanuti Refuge staff had help

' September.
from Friends volunteer Bren-
da Dolma, whose prior expe- Thank you to all of the dedicated Friends volun-
rience at the camp made her teers that helped with so many projects over the
a welcome and appreciated past year.
" addition. Carla Stanley _ o
: Conserving the Future Vision -

Now Available Online

The renewed vision for the growth and manage-
ment of the National Wildlife Refuge System, enti-
tled Conserving the Future: Wildlife Refuges and
the Next Generation,  is now available online at

http://americaswildlife.org/wp -content/
uploads/2011/10/Final  -Vision - Document.pdf
Henshaw Creek The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
Science and Cul- veloped with extensive input from stakeholders,
ture Camp including Friend Groups, through a transparent
. Arctic Refuge Marine public process over the past 18
joined staff and part- Science Camp months.

ners in Kaktovik in Au-
gust for the Arctic Refuge Marine Science Camp
and contributed greatly to the program.

Conserving the Future  under-
scores the importance of build-
ing and expanding partnerships
T working with other federal
agencies, states, tribes, con-
servation organizations and

All around the state, Friends are making a differ-
ence. In 2010 and again in 2011, Tom Balland

and Wayne Stanley volunteered for two -week long e
stints at the Nowitna Refuge Moose Checkpoint citizens.
Station. Tetlin Refuge has a one -woman Friends N .
iThe conservation chall enges

group in Michelle Stout who volunteers on various
projects all year round. In Unalaska, Friends Mary
Schwenzfeier and Suzi Golodoff have been helping
Alaska Maritime Refuge staff with a trail project.

of the 21 ' century demand that the Service re-
news its commitment to our important relationship
with state fish and wildlife agencies and with tradi-

In Sitka and on St. Lazaria Island, Jason Soder- tD ! i\nha II:) pa rf th nF_e r: S q V?I'Ilél'? hS as ang ler

gren continued work on the St. Lazaria Webcam f’}: She, hlrectoro the Fis an lidiite Service. q

with Krisanne Rice organizing educational and out- nNAL 't he same. time, we nee to i
bold in forging new partnershi

reach activities to support the project and Alaska



